	National Curriculum

Pupils should be taught to:
· recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago
· recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents
· identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution

	Key knowledge and skills to be revisited/practised in Year 5/6 Science
Building on what they learned about fossils in the topic on rocks in year 3, pupils should find out more about how living things on earth have changed over time. They should be introduced to the idea that characteristics are passed from parents to their offspring, for instance by considering different breeds of dogs, and what happens when, for example, labradors are crossed with poodles. They should also appreciate that variation in offspring over time can make animals more or less able to survive in particular environments, for example, by exploring how giraffes’ necks got longer, or the development of insulating fur on the arctic fox. Pupils might find out about the work of palaeontologists such as Mary Anning and about how Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace developed their ideas on evolution.
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	Key Learning
	Assessment
	Vocabulary

	
	1. Inheritance-To recognise living things produce offspring of the same kind but not identical to their parents.

2. Adaptation- To identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment.

3. Theory of Evolution-To examine theories of evolution


4. Evidence for Evolution- To identify  scientific evidence to support a theory in the context of plants and animals

5. Evidence for Evolution:Humans- To identify  scientific evidence to support a theory in the context of Humans


6. Adaptation, Evolution and Human Intervention-To identify hoe adaptation may lead to evolution
	1. I can explain the scientific concept of inheritance


2. I can demonstrate understanding of the scientific meaning of adaptation.

3. I can identify key ideas of the theory of evolution


4. I can identify evidence for evolution from fossil records


5 I can understand how humans have evolved



6 I can explain how adaptations can result in both advantages and disadvantages and how human intervention affects evolution.
	Evolution
Adaptation
Darwin
Theory of Evolution
Evidence
Fossil
Human Intervention

	End of unit assessment Task(s)

	Assessment focus (NC)
	Task(s)

	
	




