Key Barriers to Learning for our Pupils

Barriers for learning are identified for each child in our school, with a specific focus on our disadvantaged children, and we make use of researched strategies, including EEF and NFER, to overcome them.

We see barriers as challenges to be overcome - not excuses for poor attainment or lack of progress. 

The barriers faced by some of our disadvantaged pupils are varied and can increase in complexity as the children get older. 

This is a list of some of the main barriers faced by our children:

· Parental Support – some children come from households where there is limited support for their learning. Several factors contribute to this, such as 
· parental mental health
· limited engagement with school and/or other agencies
· unemployment
· the capacity of parents to support their children’s learning around busy work lives

· Immature social, emotional and physical development

· Underdeveloped independence

· Poor self-esteem/lack of confidence (from children and parents) resulting in low expectations and aspirations and resilience in learning 

· Limited life experiences and opportunities. In part this can be due to our community’s geographical position 

· Limited involvement in school, including poor attendance and punctuality  

· Special educational needs – this impacts on the family as a whole and as a result learning needs are not always met / supported. Currently 50% of PP children have additional SEN needs

· Limited emotional resilience

· Poor early language/communication skills

· Limited personal development – emotional literacy, building trusting relationships and having high aspirations of themselves

· Underperforming any/all of reading, writing and maths
